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CLASPCLASP
The NW Climate Change Local Area Support ProgrammeThe NW Climate Change Local Area Support Programme

• Since 2008 has provided free support for all North West Local 
Authorities, on climate change mitigation and adaptation & on 
renewable energy planning issues.

C S f f• CLASP has steadily grown its services from its NWIEP funded base 
attracting support from NWDA, and in 2010/11 hosting the NW 
Climate Change Skills Fund

• The programme is sector-led, hosted by Liverpool City Council, and 
has been highly valued by North West Local Authorities



The CLASP TeamThe CLASP Team

The CLASP Team comprises the following:

G• Advisory Group

• Host Authority• Host Authority

• Consultants



Climate Change Skills FundClimate Change Skills Fund
A programme that builds skills and capacity across aA programme that builds skills and capacity across a 

range of local authority responsibilities to:

• Facilitate the delivery of increased renewable energy supply 
through the activities of local authority planning departments

• Help local authorities more broadly to understand and undertake 
their role in tackling climate change, including training for 
members, and working with local communities

• Allowing planning departments to promote better community 
engagement in the planning process, including on renewables



WorkstreamsWorkstreams

• Planning and Technical Support and Training
• Green Finance• Green Finance
• Shared Learning Group
• Supporting Communities• Supporting Communities
• Low Carbon Procurement
• Leadership and Member Development• Leadership and Member Development
• Sub-Regional Innovation



Planning Technical SupportPlanning Technical Support

• Technical Training 
Workshops

• Low Carbon Briefings and 
Site VisitsSite Visits

• Coaching Serviceg

• Supporting Resources



Green FinanceGreen Finance
• Supporting Pilot Local 

Authorities

• Green Finance Training 
Seminars

• Supporting Resources
– Green Finance Guide– Green Finance Guide
– Pilot Study Summaries



Shared Learning GroupShared Learning Group
• Tailored training andTailored training and 

development for 16 LPAs

E l d k i i• Explored key issues in 
planning for climate change

• Three briefing notes prepared 
on

Zero carbon transport– Zero carbon transport
– Raising the profile
– Collaboration and cooperation



Supporting CommunitiesSupporting Communities
• Community Engagement• Community Engagement 

Toolkit
– Factsheets

C St di– Case Studies
– Checklist
– Powerpoint Presentation
– Literature Library

• Community Engagement y g g
Training
– Accredited community 

engagement training courseg g g
– Planning training on 

engaging with communities



Low Carbon ProcurementLow Carbon Procurement
• Strictly Sustainability EventStrictly Sustainability Event

• Simple Steps to 
E i t llEnvironmentally 
Sustainable Procurement

• Awareness Raising 
Sessions

• Low Carbon Procurement 
Guidance Note for 
Suppliers



Leadership and Member p
Development

• Senior elected members 
attended a leadership 
event held by PASevent held by PAS

• Help deliver strategic p g
priorities when planning for 
climate change and low 
carbon futurescarbon futures

• Mix of guest speakers, 
h d i fshared experiences from 

peer councilors



Sub Regional Innovation FundSub-Regional Innovation Fund
• Low carbon and energy capacityLow carbon and energy capacity 

building

S f i bl• Support for community renewable 
energy

• Renewable energy capacity study 
and training

• Low carbon transport and tourism 
studies



Cheshire and WarringtonCheshire and Warrington
• Renewables Handbook andRenewables Handbook and 

Roadshows
• Parish Council Workshops
• Support for Community 

Renewable Energy Groups
• Capacity Building Local EnergyCapacity Building Local Energy 

Supply and Distribution Networks
• Developing Renewable Energy 

Capacity on Non Domestic SitesCapacity on Non-Domestic Sites



CumbriaCumbria
T i i d Ad i• Training and Advice

• Sustainable Energy Eden• Sustainable Energy Eden

• Sustainable Transport p
Planning

• Sustainable Tourism• Sustainable Tourism 
Planning

• AONB Low Carbon 
Landscapes



Greater ManchesterGreater Manchester
• Action Learning teamAction Learning team

• Low Carbon Performance 
Management Framework

• Key Publications• Key Publications
– GM Energy Plan
– Key Energy and Climate 

components of a GM Spatialcomponents of a GM Spatial 
Framework

– Climate Change Strategy



LancashireLancashire
• Rossendale Wind EnergyRossendale Wind Energy 

in the Landscape Seminar

• Training and 
Communication –
Renewable Energy gy
Technologies

• Turning Lancashire• Turning Lancashire 
Renewable Energy from 
Potential to Reality



MerseysideMerseyside
• Community GroupCommunity Group 

Support

• Planning Officer Support

• Built to Last Skills• Built to Last Skills
– SPV Infrastructure Delivery 

Options
Options for future Low– Options for future Low 
Carbon Service Delivery

– Project Communications 
PlanPlan

– Sustainable Energy Action 
Plan



Key ConsiderationsKey Considerations
• Potential for overlap with sub regional and national• Potential for overlap with sub-regional and national 

support
• Limited time available to deliver the support• Limited time available to deliver the support
• Time and resources for officers to attend events
• Number of resources available and how to disseminate• Number of resources available and how to disseminate
• Need for clear communication and regular updates
• Meeting sub regional and local priorities• Meeting sub-regional and local priorities
• Emerging issues and the need to be 

flexible/responsiveflexible/responsive



DeliverablesDeliverables
• Over 100 events, training sessions and workshops
• Support services accessed by over 500 planners and 

other local authority officersother local authority officers
• Over 5000 person-hours training and workshop sessions
• Over 200 hours of development sessions for members
• Technical support factsheets and guidance documents
• Sub-regional project grants

Local Authority NW wide network• Local Authority NW wide network
• Website knowledge hub and monthly newsletter



ResourcesResources
• All CLASP resources areAll CLASP resources are 

free to access, share and 
adapt for non-profit use

• We encourage other 
regions and agencies to g g
make use of the 
resources

• CLASP website provides 
a clear and easily 
navigable knowledge hubnavigable knowledge-hub 
and resource library for 
local authorities



Climate Change Skills FundClimate Change Skills Fund
A programme that builds skills and capacity across aA programme that builds skills and capacity across a 

range of local authority responsibilities to:

• Facilitate the delivery of increased renewable energy supply 
through the activities of local authority planning departments

• Help local authorities more broadly to understand and undertake 
their role in tackling climate change, including training for 
members, and working with local communities

• Allowing planning departments to promote better community 
engagement in the planning process, including on renewables
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2012 and Beyond2012 and Beyond
• Networking events and 

facilitated knowledgefacilitated knowledge 
exchanges

• Training and skills 
development

• Information provision –
newsletters and website

• Project grants for innovative 
and replicable initiativesand replicable initiatives

• Climate Leaders Awards



Contact
krista@clasp-nw.info

www.claspinfo.orgwww.claspinfo.org
www.claspinfo.org/resources
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